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1. Introduction  

1.1. Understanding of the Project 
The Mehrauli Village located behind the Qutub Complex is an Urbanized Village which has 

out grown its rural characteristics to adopt urban features without up gradation of 

infrastructure. The village has seen a growth in high end commercial activities such as 

restaurants, retail stores and workshops for international and national designers and artists. Of 

the main utilities, transport is a sector which needs to be looked into immediately since a 

consequence of increase in commercial activity would be increase in traffic. As a result a 

need is felt to improve the connectivity of the village to the surrounding roads. 

The project of topographic survey and collection of data in respect of planning to improve 

connectivity of the Mehrauli Village had been initiated by the Public Works Department. The 

project has been conceived in 2 parts as follows: 

1) Connectivity between Mehrauli Bus Terminal to M.B. Road -The potential of 

presence of Anuvrat Marg continuing into Sri Auroindo Marg is to be used to develop 

a possibility of creating a free flow between the village and the main road and 

2) Connectivity between Idgah to Neela Huaz Road - The possibility of connecting 

the village from the Ambavata Complex Junction to Aruna Asaf Ali Marg near Neela 

Hauz has to be explored.  

Phoenix Planning Studioz Pvt. Ltd. has been entrusted with providing consultancy service for 

pre-feasibility study to explore the possibilities of improving road connectivity of Mehrauli 

Village, New Delhi. 

1.2. Background of the existing Alignment (Zonal context and 

recommendations in the zonal Plan) 
The present alignment provides connectivity to the north-western part of Mehrauli to South 

Delhi. The present alignment if followed connects the Idgah within the Mehrauli village to 

Neela Hauz on Aruna Asaf Ali Marg by means of – 5 m wide colony roads. A walking trail 

connects Idgah to Neela Hauz through the ridge area of Sanjay Van. The connectivity has 

developed in an organic manner as the rural set up of Mehrauli gradually changed to an 

urbanized village set up. 
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Map 1: Existing Road Alignment 

 

Source: Google Map, Phoenix Planning Studioz, July 2013 

The site falls in zone F (Sub-Zone F-15), under the Master Plan, Delhi, 2021. To preserve and 

enhance the green character of the South Delhi Ridge and identify and conserve the historical 

monuments in the zone were few of the main objectives of the Zonal Development Plan. 

Under the MPD, 2021 the proposals for this zone were as follows: 

 The ridge is to be conserved with utmost care and is to be preserved in pristine form. 

 The whole area is demarcated as a conservation area due to its heritage value and 

potential to attract tourists 

 Mixed use can be developed only as per Urban Renewal Schemes that will be 

developed following development control norms as per the MPD, 2021 

 It is recommended that in areas adjacent to important conservation zones, heritage 

zones and monuments the transportation network may run underground 

 Under the conservation proposals, following the Forest Act, areas identified as the 

‘Reserved Forests’ shall be retained as such, where no construction, temporary or 

permanent will be permitted. Mehrauli Area has been identified as reserve forest. 

 As per ASI area up to 100m around any listed monument is identified as a prohibited 

zone, where no building activity is allowed. Up to 200m, the area is defined as a 

regulated zone where building activity shall be done only after seeking permission 

from ASI. 

 No allotments are to be made in the ridge area 
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 The existing road is used as a 2 way road but its width varies greatly from 4m to 6m 

throughout its length. As a result is becomes difficult for large vehicles to ply on it 

 The road has a number of turnings, making navigation even more difficult 

 On street parking further reduces the carriageway 

 The road has no provisions for safe pedestrian movement 

 Commercial activity along adjacent to the road attracts traffic of pedestrians as well as 

vehicle, further increasing congestion 

 The road further leads to the lanes within the settlement, which are only as wide as 2-

4m. In case of fire or other emergencies it becomes difficult for Fire Engines or 

Ambulances to reach close to the settlement. Many such incidences were reported by 

the inhabitants of the village. 

Thus it is established that a direct link to Aruna Asaf Ali Marg would increase accessibility to 

the village thus making it safer, well connected and would increase its potential for 

development. 

1.5 Objectives 

 Understanding the background of the existing alignment and establishing it’s 

importance  

 Developing alignment alternatives 

 Studying the detailed land use and land ownership of the proposed corridors 

 SWOT analysis in terms of legal, technical, physical, socio-economic  and cultural 

feasibility of all the options 

1.6 Scope of Work 
The work would entail: 

i. Conducting Topographical survey  

ii. Collecting data and assessing the existing physical conditions, natural setting, existing 

infrastructure, social and economic characteristics of the surrounding, cultural 

importance, land availability and optimized utilization 

iii. Studying the legal framework to be followed for developing alternatives 

iv. Identifying potentials and constraints of the site 
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v. Development of alternatives with information of land-use and land ownership 

patterns. 

Understanding of the Consultant: Assistance shall be provided by the Client to facilitate availability of 

this data in forms of request letters to appropriate authorities and guidance. 

vi. Establishing feasibility of the alternatives by means of SWOT analysis with respect to 

legal, physical, technical, socio-economic and cultural aspects. 

Understanding of the Consultant: Financial aspects shall not be dealt with at all. 

1.8 Methodology 
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2. Reconnaissance Survey  

2.1. Site Description 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Map 2: Location of Site w.r.t. Mehrauli 

 

Source: Google Map, Phoenix Planning Studioz, July 2013 

DELHI:: 

Latitudinal parallel: 28.3oN 

Longitudinal meridian: 77.13oE 

FACTS:: 

Area: 1,483 sq km 

Altitude: 293 m above sea level 

Population: 13.85million (Census 2001)  

Situated at the north-west corner of Mehrauli, the site spans an area of approximately 41Ha. 

SITE 

Figure 1: India 

Figure 2: Delhi 
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2.1.1. Area and Boundary 

The site lies to the north of the settlement of Mehrauli, New Delhi.  

It is bound by  

 Aruna Asaf Ali Marg on the west,  

 Shaheed Jeet Singh Marg on the north,  

 Shri Aurobindo Marg on the east, 

 Mehrauli to the South. 

This forest, seen as a bird sanctuary, is presently undergoing restoration through a unique 

collaborative effort between the Delhi Development Authority and a citizen's group, could 

become a model that will be replicated to restore other ridges in the Capital. 

Of the 316 Ha of forest area, 41 Ha of land, lying towards the south west corner, has been 

chosen as the area for study, through which one can provide better connectives to Mehrauli to 

the major arterial roads surrounding it. 

Map 3: Area and Boundary of Site 

 

Source: Google Map, Phoenix Planning Studioz, July 2013 

 

SITE AREA = 41 Ha 
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Land Ownership 

The area is divided among the following managing agencies, 

 Forest Department 

 Delhi development Authority 

 Sports Authorities of India 

 Others 

Thus, feasibility of the alignment will have to be assessed in terms of Land Ownership. 

Figure 3: Arial View of Site from Mehrauli 

 
Source: Phoenix Planning Studioz, July 2013 

2.1.2. Physical Conditions 

Map 4: Approach Roads to the Site 

 
Source: Google Map, Phoenix Planning Studioz, July 2013. 
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Accessibility 

 

Aruna Asaf Ali Marg and Neela Hauz lies on the west edge while Dargaah Hazrat Saikh 

Ashiq Allahaharh and Shahi Idgah and Idgah Road lies on the extreme east. From Mehrauli 

Bus Terminus, Desu road leads to the way to Shahi Idgah, ending in a Y junction. The other 

two arms are however not metaled roads; while Idgah Road is wide enough to entertain 

vehicular movement the 3rd arm is just a pedestrian trail.  

Other Connectives: 

 Nearest Metro Station is Chhatarpur & Qutab Minar Metro Station. 

 18 km approximately from New Delhi Railway Stations 

 I.G. International Airport is approximately 17 km. 

 
Figure 4: One of the Entry=y’s to Sanjay Van 

 
Source: Phoenix Planning Studioz, July 2013 
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Levels and Slope Variations 
 

The recorded level variation is 25m; the lowest contour being at 243m above mean sea level 

and the highest being at 268m. Though a maximum gradient of 30 degrees is noticed, average 

gradient is 7.5 degrees. 
Map 5: Contour Map of Site 

 
Source: Topographical Survey Base Map, Phoenix Planning Studioz, July 2013 

 

Monuments and Religious Structure 
 

The site lies within the boundaries of the reserved forests of Sanjay V an. Thus being far from 

human reach by law, it holds very few manmade structures. 

The only monuments are Qila Lalkot, which bounds the site on the east and Lakhi Nath 

Kuthi, which lies down south.   
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Figure 5 : Bastioned Wall of Qila Lal Kot 

Source: Phoenix Planning Studioz, July 2013 

The religious structures of a Shiv Temple, Shahi Idgah and Dargah Ashiq Allah lie within 

the boundary. Apart from these are four (4) graveyards, the Dargah compound has toilets and 

drinking water facilities, 2 pump houses (1 being defunct) and a small Madrasa. 
Figure 6: Dargah Ashiq Allah 

 

Source: Phoenix Planning Studio, July 2013 
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Figure 7: Activities at Dargah Ashiq Allah 

 

Source: Phoenix Planning Studioz, July 2013 
 
Figure 8: Activities around Dargah 

 
Source: Phoenix Planning Studioz, July 2013 
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Figure 9: Surrounding Conditions 

 
Source: Phoenix Planning Studioz, July 2013 

 

Figure 10: withering walls of Qila Lal kot 

 
Source: Phoenix Planning Studioz, July 2013 
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Figure 11: Graveyards 

 
Source: www.sodelhi.com July 2013 

 

2.1.3. Natural Features 
 

Wildlife 

The forest is home to blue bulls, porcupines, jackals, palm civets, and a variety of rare birds, 

butterflies and insects. 

The Indian Black Eagle and other big birds of prey like the Eurasian Eagle Owl, Serpent 

Eagle and Shikra are natives to this ecosystem. 
Figure 12: wildlife 
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Source: www.sodelhi.com July 2013 
 

Flora and Fauna 

The forest, which is part of the Mehrauli South Central Ridge, has undergone severe 

degradation in recent times with the proliferation of the Prosopsis Juliflora tree which is non-

endemic to the Aravalli ranges and has caused depletion of the ground water level, killing 

native flora and changing the natural soil characteristics of the Aravallis. Sewage water and 

effluent discharge into Sanjay Van has also affected this green belt in the Capital.  

40,000 new trees planted were those on the verge of disappearing from Sanjay Van like 

the dhak, khair, khejri, kumattha, desi keekar, hingot, ronjh, bistendu, and siris .Now, there is 

also a profusion of native plant species miswak, chironji , tesu, Kadam and tendu. 
Figure 13: Jogging Trails 

 
Source: Phoenix Planning Studioz, July 2013 
 

Water Bodies 

One of the many natural water bodies in Delhi, dying a slow death for lack of concern is the 

Neela Hauz. Located near Vasant Kunj, it is the biggest natural water body in South Delhi 

(3.9 Hactares) and used to be the only source of water for the large Sanjay van. 
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Figure 14 :Neela Hauz from Aruna Asaf Ali Marg bridge 

 
Source: Phoenix Planning Studioz, July 2013 

Legend has it that Neela Hauz was a major water source for the Rajput city of Qila Rai 

Pithora and also a halt on the trade route to Delhi. Studies have shown that it was the part of a 

much larger watershed that drained this part of the Aravallis and, through a system of nallahs, 

reached Yamuna. 

 
Map 6: Neela Huaz as on July, 2006 

 
Source: Google Map, Phoenix Planning Studioz, July 2013. 

 



             Report for Pre Feasibility Study for Route Development between Shahi Idgah to Neela Hauz on Aruna Asaf Ali Marg 

17 
 

Map 7: Neela Huaz as on March, 2013 

 
Source: Google Map, Phoenix Planning Studioz, July 2013. 

 
 

Water Table 

The ground water level changes from 45m to 50m. With the proliferation of the Vilati 

Keekar, the water table has been disastrously pushed down. 

 

Soil 

The soil of Mehrauli consists of sandy loam to loam texture. 

The terrain is uneven and rocky. 

 

Climate 

Mehrauli has a semi-arid climate with high variation between summer and winter 

temperatures. While the summer temperatures may go up to 46 °C, the winters can seem 

freezing to people used to a warm climate with near 0 °C. 

 

2.1.4. Infrastructure and Utilities 
 

Trails  
This centrally located forest is an ideal place for long walks, jogging, cycling, yoga, bird 

watching and jungle trails to observe the flora and fauna. Sanjay Van is getting popular day 

by day specially with school children on educational trips, and by nature lovers & bird 

watchers. 
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Figure 15: Activities on a morning 

 
Source: Phoenix Planning Studioz, July 2013 

 

Working with Nature (WWN), an empowered citizen group in coordination with DDA is 

regularly bringing school children on conservation education to this forest which includes 

jungle trails, tree plantation, bird watching and jungle cleaning etc. 

 

Water Management 

The noticeable achievement is the recent restoration & development of existing 5 inter 

connected water bodies(just above the site), three semi dried filled with vegetation & last two 

polluted with incoming house hold waste water from Mehrauli. By using simple and 

innovative technique they have been transformed into filled water bodies flowing with much 

cleaner water round the year on way to Hauz khas Lake. The improved BOD is fit to sustain 

Biological life & as such this water is now being used for watering the saplings .These water 

ponds are also a big step in attracting more birds, creating a big source of water harvesting 

and recharging water in and areas around. In future this created reservoir of water has a 

potential for its reuse at Vasant Kunj   
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Figure 16: Water harvesting brings in migratory birds 

 

There is a potential for improvement in local ground water for population living in vicinity. 

To exploit this potential simple inexpensive water harvesting structures are being made to 

arrest rain water, channelize them through natural drains into water reservoirs without 

eroding the soil as guided by Sh Rajendra Singh the Magasaysay awardee. It will recharge 

ground water and in a few years’ time create water body underneath this protected forest and 

of JNU, thereby also recharging the adjacent Neela Hauz . 

To work towards a bird sanctuary at Sanjay Van water bodies in and around is being revived. 

Cleaning and developing of water bodies, planting of appropriate bird friendly vegetation and 

introduction of fishes in ponds are some of the recent steps in this direction. 

 

Electric Poles 
 

High tension electric line passes through the south eastern side of the site. 

 

Lamp Post 
 

Desu Road till Shahi Idgah and Idgah road have lamp posts lighting up the area and thus 

ensuring visibility and safety during late hours. 

 

Street Furniture 
 

No street furniture is seen. Pedestrian and joggers sit on the kern stone or the boulders to rest. 
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Security 
 

 The DDA has also promised to secure the forest through construction of a compound wall 

and appointing security staff. 
 
 

2.1.5. Historic and Cultural Importance 
 

Sanjay Van is one of the largest forest patches in the city, the green lung breathing respite 

into a metropolis where life never seems to stop. A part of the south central (Mehrauli) ridge, 

which has been under tremendous pressure of civilization right from the early days of the 

sultanate, it features the semi-arid/arid vegetation typical to the Aravallis. But what sets this 

place apart is the plethora of ruins and heritage, both discovered and undiscovered, that lie 

within its folds.  

From the crumbling walls of Qila Rai Pithora to the innumerable graves from the centuries 

gone by of the Delhi Sultanate to the Colonial era, one can stumble into new surprises every 

day in this moot little jungle in the heart of the city. 

 

While the entrance from the Vasant Kunj side would offer a small lake and more flora & 

avifauna, the entrance from Katwaria Sarai features a rather large Baba Gorakhnath Temple; 

the Mehrauli side is rockier & higher, with a lot of graves & Dargahs, many of which are still 

operational, thronged by devotees across all religions from the nearby villages.   

 

Ashique Allah Dargah 

The most prominent of these is the Ashique Allah Dargah - Nazaria Peer, located at the 

periphery of Mehrauli. A wide jogging track off the main road from Mehrauli leads one to the 

structure, a decently sized building for an ‘in-forest’ construction. Dating to around 1317 AD, 

the Dargah is still very active & holds Langars (sacred food for free) frequently. Although its 

impact on the forest is a debatable topic, it is still an interesting sight to see people bouncing 

around the jungle tracks in their Mercedes trying to seek the elusive blessings on a Sunday 

morning. 

 

The Chillagah of Baba Farid  

This is a small hilltop as one goes further into the forest from the Dargah, which was used for 

meditation by many a Sufi seers and Fakirs, and is still a popular spot for morning exercises 

& yoga amongst the local residents. 

http://www.sodelhi.com/nature-wildlife/476-sanjay-van
http://www.sodelhi.com/ancient-cities/244-mehrauli
http://www.sodelhi.com/forts-monuments/1805-qila-rai-pithora-complex
http://www.sodelhi.com/colonies/1261-vasant-kunj
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There are about half a dozen smaller Dargahs further into the forest, ranging from a simple 

lamp over a grave to a group of about 7-8 graves, but most of which are extensions of the 

Ashique Allah Dargah. The names are hard to find & asking the locals seldom yields the 

desired results. 

 

2.1.6. Socio-economic importance 

Sanjay Van is the largest and most significant piece of intact green in Delhi-NCR. Not only 

does it provide for a breathing space to the old city of Mehrauli, it is also home to various 

animals, birds and trees. 

Further, the project shall aim at better and faster connectivity from Mehrauli to the rest of 

Delhi, thus ensuring better utilisation of resources and city infrastructure. 

Adding to this lies the fact that by connecting across Sanjay Van the religious monuments 

become visited by a far greater number of people. Thus it would also support tourism. 
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3. Potentials and Constraints  

 

 Potentials of the Site 

 Most of the existing pedestrian trail can be used to connect Shahi Idgah to Aruna Asaf 

Ali Marg 

 Journey via this 1km stretch of road through the forest would be a pleasurable one. 

 developing peripheral road to the settlement could also be an alternative for the 

needed connection 

Constraints of the Site 

 Site is undulating in nature. 

 Presence of Water bodies (Natural Ponds and manmade Tanks) on the site. 

 Presence of Religious Structures in an ad-hoc pattern. 

 Activities such as heritage Walks, Jogging etc. has created a dominant path through 

the Sanjay Van which will have to be maintained. 

 Wildlife of this area should not be in danger/ life risk; increased connectivity shall 

promote human activities within the forest area. 

 Loss of Natural Flora an d Fauna also needs to be addressed to. 
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4. Perspective for Alternatives (vision) 

Our vision for developing these proposals would be to propose a rational solution increasing 

mobility of vehicles, putting to optimum use the historic character of the site, guiding pattern 

of development and creating an harmonious landmark. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

State of the Art Transportation Network 

Sensitivity to Conservation needs around monuments 

In harmony with the natural setting 

Smooth flow of traffic using shortest route 

Preserving the Historic Character of the site 
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5.  Proposals: 

5.1 Alignment 1: 

The proposed alignment is of a 8m wide road which would run at grade along the wall of the 

ridge at the edge of Mehrauli village settlement from the Shahi Idgah to Aruna Asaf Ali 

Marg. DDA owned land will have to be put to use.  

Remarks: 

The advantage of this alignment is that the existing alignment will be put to use. The travel 

distance will be of 1.13 km and average travel speed shall be 40km/hr. Even though the 

road will be a part of the Ridge area the barren areas along the wall will be utilized to create 

the road thus minimum damage would be done to the foliage.  

However certain encroachments will have to be removed or resettlement to create and 

obstruction free path. Also the road would only share the load of existing path as it would still 

not directly connect to the settlement. Also due to low traffic flow the road may become 

prone to crime and illegal activities. The number of trees to fall due to construction along 

this alignment is approximately 66.  
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Map 8: Alignment 1 

 

Source: Phoenix Planning Studio, July 2013 

Larger Map Enclosed 
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5.2 Alignment 2: 

The proposed alignment is of a 8m wide road which would run at grade along the edge of 

Mehrauli village settlement incorporating the existing road, thereby widening it. This would 

run from Shahi Idgah to Aruna Asaf Ali Marg. The road segment on the widen part of 

Kishangarh road shall be of 15m width, such that it is able to cater to the local as well as 

through traffic. Minimum DDA owned land will have to be put to use.  

Remarks: 

The advantage of this alignment is that the existing alignment will be put to use. The travel 

distance will be of 1.15 km and average travel speed shall be 40km/hr. The existing road 

and the barren land along the wall will be utilized to create the road thus minimum damage 

would be done to the foliage. The local traffic and through traffic would be catered to 

efficiently and at the same time some provision for on street parking would also be 

accommodated in the plan. The number of trees to fall due to construction along this 

alignment is approximately 58. 

However certain encroachments will have to be removed or resettlement to create and 

obstruction free path. Special consideration would have to be made for reducing conflict 

points at the junction where Kishamgarh Road divides into narrower local roads. Parking 

spaces would have to be managed and demarcated. 
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Map 9: Alignment 2 

 

Source: Phoenix Planning Studio, July 2013 

Larger Map Enclosed 
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5.3 Alignment 3: 

The proposed alignment is of a 8m wide road which would be in the form of an elevated 

corridor and would run all above the ridge area, from Shahi Idgah to Aruna Asaf Ali Marg. 

The highest points would be used to drop piers such that minimum trees are damaged. 

Remarks: 

The advantage of this alignment is that it would make use of the shortest route. The travel 

distance will be of 0.96 km and average travel speed shall be 40km/hr. It would run 

above the forest there by ensuring that minimum damage is done to it. As accessibility will be 

limited it would prevent overspill of the settlement or development into the ridge area. It 

could be developed as a tourist landmark structure with observation decks and halting areas 

along the elevated corridor. Dropping pier would lead to minimum land acquisition and 

utilization. The number of trees to fall due to construction along this alignment is 

approximately 133. 

The proposal however would need high expertise for construction possibly using cantilever 

bridge design options etc. Thus the cost of the project would increase. The alignment would 

help in free flow of through traffic or traffic visiting the Idgah or the Bus terminal. However 

circulation of the local traffic so as to gain from this alignment would have to be planned. 
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Map 10: Alignment 3 

 Source: Phoenix Planning Studio, July 2013 

Larger Map Enclosed 
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5.4 Alignment 4: 

The proposed alignment is of a 8m wide road which would run at grade along the edge of 

Mehrauli village settlement incorporating the existing road, thereby widening it. This would 

be an extension of Desu Road to Aruna Asaf Ali Marg. The road segment on the widen part 

of Kishangarh road shall be of 15m width, such that it is able to cater to the local as well as 

through traffic. Minimum DDA owned land will have to be put to use.  

Remarks: 

The advantage of this alignment is that the existing alignment will be put to use without 

hampering the forest area between Shahi Idgah and Mehrauli Village, thereby reducing 

chances of encroachment in the cut-off area. The travel distance will be of 1.25 km and 

average travel speed shall be 40km/hr. The existing road and the barren land along the wall 

will be utilized to create the road thus minimum damage would be done to the foliage. The 

local traffic and through traffic would be catered to, efficiently and at the same time some 

provision for on street parking would also be accommodated in the plan. The number of 

trees to fall due to construction along this alignment is approximately 80. 

However certain encroachments will have to be removed or resettlement to create and 

obstruction free path. Special consideration would have to be made for reducing conflict 

points at the junction where Kishamgarh Road divides into narrower local roads. Parking 

spaces would have to be managed and demarcated. 
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Map 11: Alignment 4 

 

Source: Phoenix Planning Studio, July 2013 

Larger Map Enclosed 
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Map 12: Mehrauli Zone 
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